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Exhibition Organisers Statement  
DataCentres Ireland, 22 - 23 November 2023, RDS, Dublin  
 
 

Overview 

 

DataCentres Ireland was again heralded as a success by Exhibitors, Visitors and Speakers alike, as it 

delivered more attendees, more content and more delegates than ever before.  

 

“This year’s DataCentres Ireland raised the bar again. The conference was very informative and 

extremely well attended… The quality of the audience delivered was second to none and packed with 

real decision makers. The exhibition was well balanced, had something for everyone and showcased 

the latest in products services and technologies to assist data centres in achieving their 

sustainability and carbon reduction aims… Overall this year’s DataCentres Ireland was Great… The 

best yet.” David McAuley, CEO & Founder, Bitpower    

This was the largest visitor and total attendance in the 13yr history of DataCentres Ireland, delivering over 

2000 attendees across the two days of the event.  

 

Year on year visitor attendance was up by 21%, however, there was a slight fall in the number of exhibition 

personnel manning the stands which resulted in the overall attendance being 11.7% up on 2022. 

 

The number of individual stands fell slightly from 120 to 107, however the total area of the show increased by 

30% as exhibitors invested more into the size and look of their stands.  

 

The geographic footprint of the overall event, was larger than in 2022, as a result of this additional space, 

and the increase in attendance to the conference sessions, some exhibitors felt the show was less busy than 

in 2022, however this was not the case. 

 

DataCentres Ireland provided a safe, secure, clean, and structured environment, where they were able to 

network with colleagues, see the latest in products, services, technology, and equipment and listen to 

industry leaders and experts discussing the latest, issues, approaches and ideas affecting Data Centres and 

Critical Environments. 

 

“This event keeps getting better and better. Great Conference programme with informative content 
and very well attended. DataCentres Ireland delivered a quality audience of decision makers 
responsible for not only for the Irish market but those designing and building data centres across 
Europe and the world.  
 
Good People… Good Vibe… Good Show“  Mark Acton, Independent Data Centre Consultant, Acton 
Consulting 
 

Exhibitors commented on the quality of attendees present at DataCentres Ireland and lack of time wasters at 

the show, that gave them more time to engage with buyers, discuss their needs and forge lasting business 

contacts and relationships. 

 

This level of attendance was achieved despite other Data Centre focussed events being run at the same 

time in different countries, all of which will have had a negative effect on attendance. 

 

Most of the presentations and panel discussions (if not all) were linked to ‘How can Data Centres can 

continue to improve their efficiency, Standby generation and grid flexibility, reducing their carbon 

footprint and on how they could assist the utility companies, in the adoption of greener & renewable 

energy sources, such as Solar, Wind, etc…” 
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“Many thanks for all your hard work and effort with the event – a tremendous success – well done 

and thank you.” Michael McCarthey, Director, Cloud Infrastructure Ireland 

The conference programme featured over 60 international and local experts and industry leaders. The 

conference addressed a wide range of issues from data centre development, regionalisation through to 

training & staff retention, the impact of AI on data centres as well as decarbonisation and energy reduction 

and heat re-use. 

 

One of the highlights was the Keynote Address by Simon Coveney T.D., Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 

Employment, whose speech attracted nearly 200 delegates. Whilst recognising the challenges to the grid, 

Simon was broadly supportive of data centres and their continued development in Ireland. 

 

The importance of the Conference sessions to the delivery of quality attendees should not be 

underestimated, as many attendees had planned the timing and length of stay to allow them to hear 

particular papers or panel discussions.  

 

Anecdotally, a number of Speakers and Delegates stated that the range of presentations, depth of content 

and quality of speaker makes DataCentres Ireland one of the world leading events from a delegate’s 

perspective. 

 

“Having attended DataCentres Ireland several times since its inception, the event this year really stepped 

up a gear (excuse the pun), there was a really good vibe through the whole event and our stand was busy 

throughout the two days. I presented a session on AI and the room was packed which then led to a steady 

stream of traffic to the stand for the rest of the day. I then participated in a panel discussion in the last 

presentation slot of the busy conference program (the "Graveyard slot") and again the room was full and 

very engaging with lots of questions resulting in the session running over time by about 20 minutes. 

I usually judge the success of a show by the quality of the contacts and leads that we take away - one 

really solid opportunity usually justifies the investment. From DataCentres Ireland, we took away a dozen 

solid leads and several invitations to come and present to new customers and their teams. We are already 

planning on attending with a bigger presence in 2024.  

Big thanks to Hugh, Loraine and the whole StepEx team!” Keith Sullivan, Director of Strategic Innovation, 

AFL Hyperscale 

Visitor Attendance and Demographic Data 
 

a) Onsite Attendance 

The details of 
the daily on-

site 
attendance 

are: 

2014 
Total 

2015 
Total 

2016 
Total 

2017 
Total 

2018 
Total 

2019 
Total 

2021 
Total 

2022 
Total 

2023 
Day 

1 

2023 
Day 

2 

2023 
Total 

% 
Increase/ 
Decrease 

YOY 

Visitors 661 632 618 848 932 1034 739 1042 808 451 1259 +20.8% 

Speakers (Non 
Exhibitors) 

73 66 73 57 61 72 65 82 37 29 66 +1.5% 

Repeat 
Visitors (Day 1 

& Day 2) 
67 56 96 98 129 156 144 178 0 220 220     +23.6% 

Press & Media     11 12 15 9 4 5 9 
 

0.00% 

Total 801 754 787 1003 1133 1274 963 1311 849 705 1554 +18.5% 

 
Exhibitor Staff: 627*(*Exhibitors numbers are shown, as there is significant business conducted between the 
107 exhibiting companies)  

 

b) Total On-Site Attendance: 2181 – 11.7% up on 2022 
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“The event (DataCentres Ireland) proved to be a great success, with an impressive turnout and a 
diverse array of exhibitors.” Jason O’Conaill, Co-Founder, EngineNode Limited 

 
 

c) Geography – Visitors by Country as a Percentage of the Onsite Attendees 
 
This year DataCentres Ireland attracted attendees from at least 20 Countries. 

 

• Ireland     -    87.2% 

• Northern Ireland  -    2.8% 

• UK    -    7.2% 

• Europe      -    1.8% (Austria, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, 

Netherlands, Slovenia, Sweden, Finland, Turkey, Spain, Switzerland) 

• ROW     -   1.0% (USA, Canada, China, Nigeria, S. Korea) 

 

d) Attendees Primary Role as a percentage of total 
Attendance 

 

Architects 
4.6% 

Asset Managers 
3.4% 

CEO/MD/Chairman/Partners/Owners/CIO 
1.6% 

Data Centre Managers 
5.4% 

Design/Build Consultants 
19.5% 

Engineers and Integrators 
20.5% 

Facilities/Premises Directors/Managers 
8.0% 

Network, Cabling and Communication Managers 
7.6% 

Project Managers 
17.2% 

Purchasing Managers/Corporate Buyers 
7.1% 

Storage Planners 
1.5% 

System/Security Managers 
3.6% 

 
 
 

 
Graph to Follow shows the Products and Services of interest to Attendees as a percentage of total 

attendance: 
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