
CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 2025

09:30 Presentation:
  Case Study: How CFD simulation solves unique fi re 

protection challenges in Data Centres
Speaker: Harry Wright, Siemens

10:00 Presentation: 
  M&A in the data centres supply chain: What investors look for

Speaker: 
Chris Brown, Partner, Head  of Strategy and Commercial  
Diligence, KPMG

10:45 Presentation: 
 The Talent Engine: Inside the Data Centre Workforce
 Speaker: Mike Meyer, CEO, Portman Partners

11:15  Panel Discussion: 
The Workforce Crisis and Opportunities

  Moderator: John Booth, MD, Carbon3iT, NDCA
 Panellist:
 • Brian Doherty, Managing Director Atlantic Hub • Jo Stiles,  
 Consultant, Nadlertown • Conor Lawlor, Lecturer, ATU, Sligo 
 • Mike Myer, Portman Partners

12:30 EXHIBITION VIEWING
13:15 Panel Discussion: 
 Dragon’s Den Start-up Pitches
  iMasons Dragons’ Den: three high-potential startups pitch to a 

panel of industry leaders in a fast, engaging hour. Each founder 
delivers a concise vision, tackles tough questions, and shares 
go-to-market plans. Panel feedback spotlight practical 
innovation for data centres, with immediate takeaways and 
connections, plus mentoring opportunities.

  Moderators: 
• Rudolf Gordon-Seymour, Director EMEA, iMasons/Head
of International Funding for TSF • Romain Tranchant, 
iMasons

14:15 Presentation:
  Grid-free Power. Always on.
 Speaker: 
 Kieth Maclean Martin, Technical Director, Piller UK
14:45 Panel Discussion: 
 What’s Next for Ireland
  Moderators: Mark Acton
  Speakers: 
 • John Curly, General Manager, Clarke Energy Ireland • Rabih  
 Bashroush, CEO at LTA | Professor of Digital Infrastructure 
 at UEL
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09:30  Presentation:
  Case Study: How CFD simulation solves unique fi re 

protection challenges in Data Centres
Speaker: Harry Wright, Siemens

10:00  Presentation:
 The RISE of the 1MW data centre rack 
 Speaker: Prof. Jon Summers, Research Leader, RI.SE

10.45  Panel Discussion:
  Cyber & Physical Security for Next-Generation 

Data Centres
Moderator: Venessa Mo� at, Consultant, Acton Consulting 

 Panellist:
 • Ian Madgett, Director of Security and Compliance, 
 Pure Data Centres • Gunter Bayer, CIO, Stryve Secure

11:15 Panel Discussion:
 Bang for your buck with Sustainability projects
 Moderator: Louise Bunting, Sustainability Consultant,   
 Report Zero
 Panellist: 
 • Daniel Mulhare, Sustainability Lead, CarbonLight Filtration
 • Rosalind Gri�  n, ESG Consultant, KOSMOS • Paul Morrison,  
 European Business Development Director, USystems • Brian  
 Minehane, Principal, The Sustainable Business Group

12:30 EXHIBITION VIEWING
13:15  Panel Discussion

 Dragon’s Den Start-up Pitches
  iMasons Dragons’ Den: three high-potential startups pitch to a 

panel of industry leaders in a fast, engaging hour. Each founder 
delivers a concise vision, tackles tough questions, and shares 
go-to-market plans. Panel feedback spotlight practical 
innovation for data centres, with immediate takeaways and 
connections, plus mentoring opportunities.

 Moderators: 
 • Rudolf Gordon-Seymour, Director EMEA, iMasons/Head  
 of International Funding for TSF • Romain Tranchant, iMasons

14:15 Panel Discussion 
 Heat Reuse & Water-Free Cooling
 Moderator: Mark Acton, Acton Consulting
 Panellists:
 • Dan Burczyk , DBK Consulting • Prof. Jon Summers, RI.SE
 • Andy Tolbert, Sr. VP of Engineering, Echelon Data Centres
 • John Booth, MD, Carbon3iT, NDCA

14:45 DC Energy and Emission Accounting
 Speaker: Louise Bunting, Sustainability Consultant
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10.00 KEYNOTE ADDRESS
    Minister of State Timmy Dooley TD at the Department of 

Climate, Energy and the Environment since February 2025. 
He has been a TD for the Clare constituency since the 2024 
general election, and previously from 2007 to 2020.

10:30 Panel Discussion:
  Policy, regulation and legislation
 Moderator: Mark Foley, CEO, Mark Foley Strategic Solutions Ltd.
 Panellists: 
 • Peter Lantry, Managing Director, Equinix Ireland • Niamh  
 McGovern, Partner, Energy and Infrastructure, Arthur Cox LLP 
 • Louisa Cilenti, Co-Founder and Chief Legal O�  cer, Clear  
 Decisions • John Reilly, Head of Renewable  Energy, Bord Na  
 Mona • Jacinta Conway, Partner, Environment and Planning  
 Group, Arthur Cox

11:30 Panel Discussion:
  Europe Moves, Ireland Waits: What’s 

Happening with the Grid & What’s Next for 
Digital Infrastructure?

  Moderator: Niall Durham, Captured Carbon
 Panellists:  
 • Conor Brady, K2 Data Centres • Bobby Smith, Energy 
 Storage Ireland • John Curley, Clarke Energy • Sean Crowley,  
 Gas Networks Ireland

12:10   Panel Discussion: 
Boom or Bottleneck? What’s Fuelling
 - and Frustrating - Europe’s Data Centre Expansion

  Moderator: Joyce Wady, Digital Infrastructure Ireland
Panellists: 
• Emma Fryer, CyrusOne • Michael Lantry, Gempool 
• Christopher Dorrian, Associate Director, MiCiM

12:50 EXHIBITION VIEWING
13:15  Panel Discussion: 

Reliance on the grid - is there another way?
  Moderator: Mark Acton
  Panellists:

• Paul McCormack, CEO, Hydrogen Ireland Association • 
Brian Doherty, Managing Director Atlantic Hub • Patrick Liddy, 
CEO, The Demand Response Association of Ireland • Jean-
Yves Cherruault, Head of International BD, Centrica • Keith 
Maclean-Martin Technical Director, Piller

14:15  Presentation
  Scaling data centres responsibly, and at pace
 Speaker: James Thornton, Int. Head of ESG & Sustainability, TSL

15:00  Panel Discussion:
The evolution of standby power

 Moderator: Eva Barrett, Solar Ireland 
 • Mark Foley, CEO Mark Foley Strategic Solutions Ltd.
 • Pat Cregan, MD, DE Power Solutions

16:00 Presentations:
 DCA Mini 10x10 Presentations

16:00  Quick intro
 Speaker: Steve Hone, CEO, Data Centre Alliance (DCA)
16:05    Filter Selection, Reduced Downtime, Waste, Energy & Labour

Speaker: Paul Flanagan EMEA West Regional Director, Camfi l  
16:15  Beyond the Gate: Securing Ireland’s Data Centre Future

 Speaker: Alan McEvoy Head of Corporate Services, ICTS Ireland  
16:25  Ireland’s energy system - Meeting the requirements of 

Large Energy Users (LEU)
 Speaker: James Delahunt Partner,Energy Advisory, KPMG

16:35  Sustainable Energy Centre for Data Centre Applications
Speaker: Kevin Fortune Director, Fingleton White  

16:45 How data centres can provide stability to the grid 
16:55 Quick wrap and close
 Speaker: Steve Hone, CEO, Data Centre Alliance (DCA)
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ROOM 1:  STRATEGIC LEADERSHIP ROOM 2: OPERATIONAL EXCELLENCE
10.00 KEYNOTE ADDRESS
   Minister of State Timmy Dooley TD at the Department of 

Climate, Energy and the Environment since February 2025. He 
has been a TD for the Clare constituency since the 2024 general 
election, and previously from 2007 to 2020.

10:30  Panel Discussion: 
 National Cloud Infrastructures – How Will the Future 
Pan Out 
Moderator: Jerry Sweeney, Founder and Managing 
Director, CloudCIX

  Panellists: 
• Michael McCarthy, Director of Cloud Infrastructure 
Ireland, Ibec • Jason Dance, COO & Co-Founder, QBO 
Cloud • Grahame Smee, CEO, Future Channel

11:15 Presentation:
  Powering Europe’s Digital Future: DC Byte Market Data and 

Hyperscale Trends
Speaker: Scott Roots, Sales Director EMEA, DC Byte 

11:45 Panel Discussion: 
 Cooling for AI, and AI for cooling
 Moderator: Venessa Mo� at, Acton Consulting
 Panellists: 
 • Lee Cameron, VP of Product, OctaiPipe • Prof. Jon Summers,  
 RiSE • Dan Burczyk, Director & Co-Founder, DBK Consulting

12.15 Presentation:
 Grid Citizenship: Effi ciency, Flexibility and 
 Fair Usage for Ireland’s Cloud Compute Economy
 Speaker: Neil Morris, Consultant, formerly Country Leader 
 for Amazon in Ireland & Operations Director for AWS

12:45 EXHIBITION VIEWING
14:00 Presentation: 
 The Connectivity Shift: Shaping Networks 
 and Data Centres for AI
 Speaker: Edmond Ayvazian, Market Development 
 EMEA, Lightera 

14:30 Presentation:
  Dynamic Energy Procurement and Risk Management for 

Large Energy Users (LEUs)
 Speaker: Denis McCarthy, Senior Commercial Energy   
 Consultant, Kore Energy

15:00 Presentation:
 Primary Power and Standby Systems: 
 What Works When the Grid Dosen’t
 Speaker: Dr. Nurettin Tekin, Hydrogen Product Management  
 at Kawasaki Gas Turbine Europe GmbH

15:30 Presentation: 
 European Green Data Valleys
  Speaker: Paul McCormack, CEO, Hydrogen Ireland Association

16:00 Presentations:
 DCA Mini 10x10 Presentations

16:00  Quick intro
 Speaker: Steve Hone, CEO, Data Centre Alliance (DCA)
16:05    Filter Selection, Reduced Downtime, Waste, Energy & Labour

Speaker: Paul Flanagan EMEA West Regional Director, Camfi l  
16:15  Beyond the Gate: Securing Ireland’s Data Centre Future

 Speaker: Alan McEvoy Head of Corporate Services, ICTS Ireland  
16:25  Ireland’s energy system - Meeting the requirements of 

Large Energy Users (LEU)
 Speaker: James Delahunt Partner,Energy Advisory, KPMG

16:35  Sustainable Energy Centre for Data Centre Applications
Speaker: Kevin Fortune Director, Fingleton White  

16:45 How data centres can provide stability to the grid 
16:55 Quick wrap and close
 Speaker: Steve Hone, CEO, Data Centre Alliance (DCA)
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